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1 . RELIABLE MALAYSIAN JOURNALIST TOLD US TODAY (DEC 2) THAT HE HAS 
LEARNED FROM AN AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE THAT THE GOM AND RTG WILL BE 
SIGNING A NEW GENERAL BORDER AGREEMENT (GBA) "SHORTLY" THAT 
ALTHOUGH "UPDATED" WILL BE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS ITS PREDECESSOR 
(WHICH IN EFFECT WAS ABROGATED LAST JUNE WHEN THE RTG EXPELLED 
SEVERAL HUNDRED MALAYSIAN PARAMILITARY POLICE-POLICE FIELD 
FORCE- AND POLICE SPECIAL BRANCH INTELLIGENCE OPERATIVES 
STATIONED IN THE BETONG SALIENT). THE NEW AGREEMENT WOULD INCLUDE 
THE PROVISION FOR "HOT PURSUIT" GOM SO STRONGLY DESIRES. 

2. ACCORDING TO OUR JOURNALIST CONTACT’S INFORMANT, THE GOM 
OFFERED ( OR REQUESTED?) TO DISPATCH PFF PERSONNEL TO BETONG ONCE 
AGAIN TO AUGMENT THAI FORCES STATIONED THERE. THANIN 
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TO BE DISCUSSED WITH HIS COLLEAGUES ON HIS RETURN TO BANGKOK. 

HIS LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR THE PROPOSAL SUGGESTED THERE IS 
LITTLE LIKELIHOOD THE RTG WOULD ACCEPT A RETURN TO THE STATUS 
QUO ANTE ON THIS SUBJECT, OUR CONTACT OPINED. HE ADDED THAT 
HIS ACQUAINTANCES IN THE MALAYSIAN SECURITY APPARATUS WERE AWARE 
THE THAIS LACKED MANPOWER TO FULFILL THEIR PROMISES TO CARRY 
OUT SWEEPING CRACKDOWNS AGAINST CPM ELEMENTS ON THEIR SIDE OF 
THE BORDER (ALONG THE SAME LINES REPORTED BY BANGKOK -REF C). 

AS THEY SEE IT, THE MOST VIGOROUS ACTIONS TO DATE HAVE COME 
ONLY AFTER AMBUSHES OF THAI PERSONNEL LED TO REPRISAL 
ATTACKS ON CPM FORCES; TRADITIONALLY THE THAI FORCES HAVE NOT 
INITIATED CONTACTS, OUR SOURCE REPORTED. 

UNDERHILL 
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